
FROM PASTOR DAVE..…. but I primarily hope that people will stop by.   If it 
works - I’ll continue doing it – maybe at other 
locations in town.   If it doesn’t – I’ll simply try 
something else.  One only learns by trying! 
 
Staff Meeting Change 
We are now meeting as a staff on Tuesday 
afternoons at 1:30pm – for about an hour or so.   I 
would ask that you would honor this time as best as 
possible.   So, if you need to contact us on Tuesday 
afternoon – please do so PRIOR to 1:30pm, or 
AFTER 2:30pm.   Thanks. 
 
Season of Epiphany 
The season of Epiphany will begin with Epiphany 
Day on January 6th - the day that we remember the 
coming of the wise men or magi from the East.   
The wise men were most likely pagan astrologers.  
The fact that THEY would travel a long distance to 
pay homage to the “newborn king” reflects the fact 
the gift of Christmas, the child Jesus, was God’s gift 
for ALL PEOPLES!    The season of Epiphany is a 
time of our church year when we not only “unwrap” 
the gift of Jesus, but we also recall the global nature 
of God’s mission.  Therefore, once again, we will be 
building our worship services (January 8 – February 
26) around a variety of global songs that reflect 
different cultures of our world!     Together, with 
brothers and sisters around the world, we are the 
body of Christ.   Together, we are called to be a 
blessing to all peoples, to all races, to all nations! 
 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins 
January 18th and continues through January 25th.  
While there are many things that “divide” us as 
Christians – our forms of worship, our 
understanding of the sacraments, our interpretation 
of various parts of the Bible, our forms of 
governance, etc. – there is ONE THING that unites 
us: Jesus!    Too often we spend too much time 
focusing on what divides us, rather than what unites 
us!   This week is an opportunity for all of us to 
remember that ONE THING – to remember that in 
Christ we are one body, we are brothers and 
sisters, and that together we share a common 
mission: to reflect the love of Christ in our world!   I 
hope that you will join me in praying for greater unity 
within our own church body, among the various 
denominations, and for all Christians everywhere! 
 

January 2017 

Good News! 
The Good 

News!  

is also 

available at  
www.stjohns-

annandale.org. 

We Missed It! 
It seems like we just celebrated our 125th 
Anniversary...but 2016 marked our 130th Anniversary 
as a congregation.   So, as we move now into another 
decade of ministry, let us give thanks for God’s 
faithfulness in the past, and let us look forward with 
eagerness to where God is leading us in the future!   
The world continues to change – our congregation 
continues to change, as well – but through all the 
changes we know that God is faithful, and that God is 
at work restoring God’s creation, and that God has 
called us to be part of that work!  So, we move into a 
New Year knowing that with each passing day we are 
moving ever closer to that promised day when God’s 
reign of love and justice will arrive in all its fullness!   
But until that day comes, we continue to do what we 
are called to do… to experience, live and share the 
love of Jesus Christ! 
   
2017 – 500th Anniversary of the Start of the 
Reformation 
If you are not aware of this – 2017 will mark the 500th 
Anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant 
Reformation.   This will be the beginning of many 
“500th” observances in the years to come as we 
remember significant events in the life of God’s 
Church.   But rather than be a time to get caught up in 
nostalgia – our Church hopes that we can use this 
observance to move us forward in faith, outward in 
service, and more and more grounded in the grace 
and mercy that is ours, and the world’s, in Jesus the 
Christ. 
If you haven’t had the chance, the Minneapolis 
Institute of Arts is hosting a “Martin Luther: Art and the 
Reformation” exhibit that will run through January 15th.   
This will be the only time that all these pieces are 
together in Minnesota!   Diane and I haven’t seen it 
yet, but plan to attend – but I’ve heard great things 
about it from those who have made the trip to see it! 
 
Coffee and Conversation 
In January I’m going to try something new – every 
Thursday from 2-4pm (unless a Funeral or some other 
kind of emergency arises) I will plan to be at the 
McDonald’s here in town.   I’ll just be hanging out.  If 
you want to stop by and visit (be it about something at 
church, or what God is up to in your life, or anything at 
all) I would welcome the opportunity.   I’ll have 
something with me to do (so I won’t be wasting time) – 

continued on page 2 
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TEC WEEKENDS  Youth interested in attending a Teens Encounter Christ weekend, or serving on a TEC 
Team, are encouraged to check out the Metro TEC website at: www.mmltec.org or talk to Pastor Dave. 

Annual Meeting 
January means it’s time again for our annual meeting.   Now, I realize that it’s hard to get excited about a meeting – 
but the annual meeting is more than just receiving reports, adopting a budget and electing new leaders.  Rather, it 
is a time for us as a congregation to remember the year that has passed, and to give thanks and praise to God for 
what God has been up to in our midst, and through us in our world.   But that’s not all - it’s also a time for us to look 
forward to and to anticipate what God is going to be up to in the coming months – and how God is inviting us to join 
God in God’s mission to heal and restore all of creation and usher in the fullness of God’s Kingdom.   So, I hope 
you will make every effort to participate in this year’s Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 29th.  
 
Mark Your Calendars 
Our SW Minnesota Synod will be hosting its annual Equipping Congregation’s Day on Saturday, February 25th in 
Willmar.  This year’s keynote speaker will be Rozella Haydee White who is a coach, creator and consultant.   Her 
theme will be: “The (Ongoing) Work of Reformation: Uncovering, Recovering and Discovering the Call of 21st 
Century Disciples.”  In addition, there will also be about 30 practical workshops from which to choose from – offered 
at three different times during the day.   In order to accommodate the growing numbers of participants that this 
event is drawing, the event will be held at two different sites – at both Vinje and Bethel Lutheran Churches.  Both 
locations will have the same program elements, the schedules will just be in a different order. 
 
Our Church Council is once again planning on attending this event.  If you would like to join us, please contact the 
church office as soon as possible (by January 15th is preferred).   We will be pre-registered for a certain number of 
slots, but we can always increase that number if need be until the event reaches its “max” of 1000 registrants. The 
registration fee is based on our congregation size, and for that fee we can bring any number of participants.     
 
Healing Prayers 
As is our practice, we will be offering Prayers of Healing on the Fifth Sunday in January – which is Sunday, January 
29th.     
 
Thank You 
Many thanks to all who remembered Diane and I with cards and gifts this past Christmas!   It continues to be a joy 
to serve with and among you here at St. John’s! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Dave 

cont’d from pg. 1 

UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP READINGS   
January 1 – Luke 2:21-38   Simeon and Anna 
January  8 – Luke 3:1-22     Jesus’ Baptism 
January 15 – Luke 4:14-30   Sermon at Nazareth 
January 22 – Luke 5:1-11    Fish for People 
January 29 – Luke 6:1-16    Healing on the Sabbath 

MINISTRY REPORTS FOR THE 2016 ANNUAL REPORT 
DUE JANUARY 6TH  Please submit your reports for the 
2016 Annual Report via email to:  
ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-annandale.org or drop off in 
the church office.  Thank you for your prompt submis-
sions!  Lisa Dietrich-Blocker, Administrative Assistant 

ST. JOHN’S ANNUAL MEETING  The Annual Meeting of our congregation will be 
held following our 10:30 service on Sunday, January 29th.    We will begin with a 
lunch served by the Council and then proceed immediately into our meeting.  All 
“active” confirmed members are voting members of the congregation.   We 
strongly encourage your attendance!   Childcare will be provided.   
 
The Annual reports will be available the Sunday prior (January 22nd ) – either 

online or in print.   Our JOLT class on January 29th will be an opportunity to come with questions regarding the 
annual report, the proposed budget for 2017, etc.    
 
As part of our annual meeting we will be electing new leaders, saying thank you to those who have completed 
their terms of office, adopting a budget, and envisioning together where God is leading us in the days ahead. 



Page 3 

From Pastor Tom’s Desk...  
 
Dear Friends,   
 
As we come to the start of the new year, there a couple of things I want to draw to your attention.   For a cou-
ple of months now I have had the privilege of working with your 5th and 6th graders in Wednesday night’s D-
Way.  These are special young girls and boys.  They are attentive and treat me with courtesy and respect.  
Congratulations!  I notice that so many at St. John’s are doing such a fine job of parenting. It makes a differ-
ence, and it shows.   
 
A national report a few days ago listed the top ten charities that are worthy of your support.  Lutheran World 
Relief was one of the few church organizations on the list.   This is your organization that makes sure that the 
money goes where you want it to go.  Very, very little of your dollars go for administration.  
  
2017 is the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  Many Lutherans are flocking to the Luther display and the 
Minneapolis Institute of Art, and many are making a pilgrimage to Germany to visits the sites of Luther and 
the Reformation.  I have led many tours to the Holy Land, and several people have asked if I would lead a 
tour to Germany.  If you are interested, let me know.  If I sense there is enough interest, I will organize and 
make a tour available.   
 
Jo and I have really been touched by your kindness this past year and your greetings this Christmas time.  
Thank you so much! We have been praying for blessings at Christmas time and peace and joy in the new 
year. We cherish this time to serve, share fellowship and worship together. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Tom  
INDNJC 

THANK YOU  for your gifts to ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response this year.  As our church 
family comes together around the crèche this Christmas to gaze with awe at Mary, Joseph and the baby Je-
sus, thousands of families in the U.S. and around the world are living new lives by the work you help make 
possible.  With your generous gifts, you are sharing the Christmas hope and joy each day…. 
With gratitude, The Rev. Dan Rift, Director 

THE GUSTAVUS ACADEMY FOR FAITH, SCIENCE AND ETHICS  We are looking for high school students from St. 
John’s with high academic and leadership potential (who will have completed 9th-11th grades this spring) who 
would be interested in being nominated to participate in Gustavus’ second annual Academy for Faith, Science 
and Ethics.  Forty-five students will be selected to participate in this weeklong summer program on the Gusta-
vus campus from June 24-30.   The cost is $300 – but generous scholarships are available to assist students 
to participate in this program that is designed to deepen their faith and to strengthen their leadership capacities 
in both church and society.   Please let the church office know if you are interested so that we can submit your 
nomination by the January 31, 2017 deadline.  The students who are selected will explore the intersections 
among faith, science and ethics around the theme: “Evolution, Cancer, and Reproductive Medicine.”    Please 
see the poster in the hallway near the bathrooms.  If you have questions, please contact Pastor Dave. 

UPDATE FROM THE CROW RIVER CONFERENCE/UMNGENI CIRCUIT PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE  Four people from 
the Crow River Conference will travel to South Africa in February as part of a group of people from three con-
ferences in the SW MN Synod.  They will visit our sister Circuit (comparable to our Conferences) within our 
Companion Synod.   The travelers from the Crow River Conference are Pr. Marlaine Doidge and Paul Grimm 
of Peace Lutheran in Cosmos and Trinity Lutheran in Hector, and Kate and Jenna Nordstrom, a mother and 
daughter who are part of the Mount Herman congregation in Annandale.   
 
Please keep these, and all our synod travelers in your prayers.  If you are interested in knowing more about 
this partnership, please contact Pastor Dave. 
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GRIEF GROUP-ALL ARE WELCOME  If you are grieving the loss of a loved one, you are invited to come to 
our grief support group, which is facilitated by Linda Hall, Bereavement Coordinator of Heartland Hospice. The 
next meeting will be held on Jan. 12th at 3:00pm in the Library. Contact the church office with any questions. 

MANY THANKS   
• To Matt Treichler (who was omitted from the December newsletter) who served as an adult chaperone/
driver for our Jr. High Youth Gathering. 
• To Ardis Nelson for preparing materials and coordinating our 0-3 ministry. 
• To all who assisted with Sunday offering money counting. 
• To all who helped get the Christmas trees out of the garage, and to the Visual Arts Team and the Sarah 
Circle for decorating our sanctuary for Christmas. 
• To all who donated gifts for Share Your Christmas – and to Diane Barkley and Joyce Wadman for organ-
izing this effort here at St. John’s. 
• To all who made this year’s Holiday Fair a success – to those who provided items or food; to those who 
helped set-up and serve; to the kitchen helpers; to the lefse makers; and to all who came and participated. 
• To all who have led in the Advent Candle lighting and Litanies. 
• To the Chancel Choir for their annual Christmas Fest service on December 11th. 
• To Nichole Abernathy and Laura Eastling, and all the Sunday school youth and teachers, for a wonderful 
Sunday School Program and Fellowship Time. 
• To this year’s Nominating Team as they have worked diligently to call forth new leaders to serve our con-
gregation. 
• To the Church Council, and especially our Treasurer: Steve Miller, for their diligent work on preparing the 
proposed budget for 2017. 
• To the D-Way youth and guides, Chancel Choir members, parents, etc. for caroling at the Care Center, 
Centennial Villa and the Goldendale Apartments. 
• To the Precious Gifts Preschool youth and staff for their annual Christmas program. 
• To the Tuesday morning Men’s and Women’s Bible Study groups for collecting gifts and caroling for the 
men at Sunset Ridge. 
• To all who assisted with our Christmas Services, who provided Poinsettias for our sanctuary, and who 
gave gifts to the ELCA World Hunger Fund. 
• To all who provided for and helped serve the Paul Segner Funeral luncheon. 
• To our snow removal teams for doing a great job keeping our sidewalks shoveled. 

J.O.L.T. (JOY OF LEARNING TOGETHER)    Our Adult Education  
classes meet in the Library from 9:30am to 10:15am.   All are welcome! 
January 1 –  No Class 
     In January we will complete the Rob Bell Nooma series – the first two are 
videos that we had planned to view in December, but due to weather and other  

             conflicts, we chose to wait and view them in January. 
January 8 –   Rob Bell Video:  “Tomatoes”   
                       Do we try so hard to live the perfect life that we miss out on how to truly live? 
January 15 -  Rob Bell Video: “Store” 
                       We all get angry about things from time to time. 
January 22 –  Rob Bell Video:  “Lump” 
                       A lot of us have done things in our lives we are ashamed of. 
January 29 -  Q and A regarding Annual Report and 2017 Proposed Budget: Council members will be present.  It’s a 
          chance to ask clarifying questions regarding the Annual Report and the 2017 Proposed Budget prior to 
          our Annual Meeting. 

You are invited to 
gather with us in 

the Library at 
9:30am for some 
good discussion 
about matters of 
faith and life.  All 

are welcome! 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE NEWS   We are grateful for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – 
no matter the size.  And we would encourage you to include the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan-
ning.  Please know that any gift given to the Endowment is a gift that will keep on giving!   Such gifts allow us 
to support worthwhile ministries within and beyond our congregation!   The listing of the 2016 grant recipients 
will be included in the Annual Report.  

D-WAY SCHEDULE FOR 7TH - 9TH GRADERS: 
January 4 – Normal Schedule:  Luke 3:1-22 
January 11 – Normal Schedule:  Luke 4:14-30 
January 18 – Normal Schedule:  Luke 5:1-11 
January 25 – Normal Schedule:  Luke 6:1-16 
  

SUNDAY SCHOOL   January 1 - No Sunday School 
January 8 - Sunday School Resumes 
January 15 - Sunday School 
January 22 - Sunday School 
January 29 - Sunday School 
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MATAMBA NEWS  Thank you to all for the support of Matamba in 2016...through your prayers, purchase of fair 
trade Tanzanian items and financial donations for students and projects.  Thank you from Father Albert and 
Father Mbiche for the Christmas gifts sent to them and the Matamba Parish.  Your support of this work is so 
very appreciated.  Asanta Sana. 

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER   When the 
weather is questionable, and we have something 
scheduled at church, we will: 
1)   Put an announcement on our voice mail indicat-
ing whether events are still on or are cancelled,  
2) Put an announcement on the website at 

www.stjohns-annandale.org indicating whether 
events are on or are cancelled, and   

3) If an event is cancelled, we will also notify the 
following radio/television stations:  KRWC Buf-
falo (1360AM), KTIS Minneapolis 
(98.5FM)-(broadcast on webpage), 
and WCCO (830AM) (broadcast on 
webpage).   

4) Post it on Facebook. 
In all cases, please make wise and safe 
choices. 

 
2017 Offering Envelopes Have Been Mailed Out (except Simply Giving participants):  

please let the church office know if you have not yet received them.  Chances are your 

2017 envelope number has changed – please use only your 2017 offering envelopes in the 

coming year – dispose of your old 2016 envelopes.  

Thank you – Bonnie Schmidt, Financial Administrator 

 THANK YOU   To all the Meals on 
Wheels volunteers for the month of 
December - those were some cold and 
snowy days, and your deliveries are so 
appreciated by those recipients!   

THANK YOU  To all those who donated 
gift(s) to the annual Share Your Christmas 
program.  Your time and gifts made 
Christmas brighter for many individuals! 
 (See the note below from SYC) 

WRITING GROUP  The Writing Group 
will resume meeting on Thursday, 
Jan. 26, from 1-3 pm in the church 
library.  Whether you like to write fic-
tion or nonfiction, poetry or prose, 

consider joining us for ideas and inspiration.  We read 
our work aloud in a non-critical setting and enjoy pre-
serving our thoughts and memories for the future.  We 
will meet the fourth Thursday of every month except 
November and December.  It’s never too late to start 
writing and sharing your work.  Anyone from the area 
will find a warm welcome and new friends.  With ques-
tions, contact Marge Lundeen. 

PRECIOUS GIFTS PRESCHOOL  is accepting registrations the beginning of Feb. 2017 for fall. 
All registrations received by April 1st, 2017 are only $20.00.  (1/2 price)  Check out our web-
site www.stjohns-annandale.org  and select  Precious Gifts Preschool.  Call Robin at  
612-730-0158 for any questions.  

DEAR FRIENDS:  Thank you for your support for the 2016 Share Your Christmas project.  With the combined 
efforts of local churches and many generous groups and individuals, we were able to help 75 families, which 
included 220 children.  We also were able to purchase gifts for 28 Annandale Care Center residents.  Your 
generosity is appreciated by so many.  One parent said, “This program has helped my family and my chil-
dren have a wonderful Christmas and has put me at ease during these stressful holiday times.”  We are so 
very grateful to be a part of this wonderful Community.  Thank you for your continued support.  
          Sincerely, Sally Smith and Joyce Heberling, Co-chairpersons of the 2016 Share Your Christmas. 

DEAR MEMBERS OF ST. JOHN'S:  The Church Council is recommending that we 
accept the amendments to the ELCA Model Constitution that were passed at last 
summer's Churchwide Assembly so that our St. John 's constitution remains cur-
rent.   The majority of these amendments have to do with the fact that our ELCA 
adopted two rostered categories:  Ministry of Word and Sacrament (ordained 
pastors) and Ministry of Word and Service (Associates in Ministry, Diaconal min-
isters, etc.) which from now on will be referred to as "Deacons" within the 
ELCA.    The proposed changes WILL be included in your annual report, but if 
you would like to see a copy of the proposed changes prior to receiving your an-
nual report, please contact the church office.   We will formally adopt these 
changes at our annual meeting on January 29th.  Please refer any questions to 
Pastor Dave.    Sincerely, St. John’s Church Council 
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EMAIL If you would like to receive the newsletter and/or 
weekly bulletin and announcements as an e-mail just let 
the office know at ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-
annandale.org.  It works great and is very cost-effective!     
CHANGING ADDRESS:  MOVING AWAY?? 
    For every piece of returned mail or updated address 
we are charged a .57 fee from the post office. In addition, 
for those who will be moving and are leaving the area 
permanently,  please notify the office at 274-8827.  Thank you.   

IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --
- in times of joy, and in times of need.  To activate this 
prayer ministry please contact the church office.   Only 
the information you choose to share will be passed on to 
the Prayer Ministry participants.   But please understand 
that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in 
order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of 
confidentiality, you must have that individual’s 
permission before we can activate the prayer ministry 
and pray for them by name.   
Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS 
open to additional participants.  If you would like to be 
included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would 
receive a telephone contact) or the email prayer group – 
please contact the church office.    

PASTORAL VISITS 
Please call the church office and let us know if you desire 
a pastoral visit – especially if you are going to be 
hospitalized.  If it is an emergency feel free to call Pastor 
Dave at home.   

 

COMING UP… 
• First Friday Communion Service 

at Care Center – February 3rd  
• Premarriage Workshop – February 4th  
• Installation of Elected Leaders – February 5th   
• Souper Bowl of Caring – February 5th   
• Sunday School Youth Singing at 10:30am Worship 

Service – February 12th  
• Equipping Congregational Leaders Day in Willmar – 

February 25th  
• Lent Begins: Ash Wednesday Services – March 1st at 

5pm and 7pm 
• SW MN Synod Senior High Youth Gathering – March 

3rd and 4th   
• Crow River Conference Assembly – March 5th  
• Midweek Lenten Soup Suppers and Worship – be-

ginning March 8th  
• “Spring Ahead” One Hour – before you go to sleep 

on March 11th 

MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS:  ALUMINUM CANS/
POINTS: There is a collection area for bagged aluminum 
cans (no used aluminum foil please) in the outdoor gar-
bage area.  We also collect COBORNS/CASH WISE 
points throughout the year—there is a collection bucket 
located outside of the office. 

VIA DE CRISTO 
Adults interested in a weekend experience that is sure to 
bring a new added depth to your faith are encouraged to 
consider attending one of the upcoming Via de Cristo 
weekends. For upcoming weekend dates and places, and 
additional information concerning Via de Cristo weekends, 
please check out the website at www.mnviadecristo.org or 
talk with Ardis Nelson or Pastor Dave.  

FIRST FRIDAY COMMUNION SERVICE AT ANNANDALE 

CARE CENTER   Our monthly service of Holy Communion 
will be January 6th at 1:30pm. While this worship service 
is intended for all St. John’s members who are residents 
at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it is 
open to ALL (both residents and family and friends).   
St. John’s will also be leading worship at the Care Center 
on Sunday, January 15th. 

  Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

General Fund
(1) 

November 
2016  $31,464.74 $26,928.85 $14,889.26  

      

 
2015 

Monthly 
Average $33,801.72 $34,810.34 

  

Building Fund 
(2)   Monthly Mortgage Building Balance  

  $9,339.39 $9,587.00 $7,010.26  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool    

 PG Expense PG Balance  

(3)  $1,540.46 $1,568.95 $5,563.38  

Notes: 

1. For November 2016 the General Fund had $4,536 more in income than expenses.(GOOD!!) Con-
gregation approved budgeted expenditures for 2016 total approximately $453,000. To fund this 
budget, we need an average monthly income of $37,750 (about $8,725 per Sunday). We are now in 
positive ground, having borrowed $5,089 from other church funds.  

      For 2016, we are still down $10,600 for the year, starting the year with a surplus of $20,400. 

 

2. We still maintain a positive balance; our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00. 
3. Precious Gifts Preschool balance is still positive.  

 

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts.  
THANK YOU!  



Page 7 St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting         Date:  12/19/16     Start: 7:00 p.m.     End: 8:50 p.m  
Present: Pastor Dave Nelson, Nancy Berg,  Kris Nelson, Denny Abernathy, Bill Berry, Peggy Bodell, Shelly Mikel 
Absent: Penny Hogberg, Matt Honsey, Matt Treichler, Dave Hadler, Ed Mader, Celeste Froehlich 

Council members contact your Missions – What are you currently working on. Is there anything else you would like to share with 
the board. Please let your mission know to send minutes of each meeting to Bonnie as soon as possible after the meeting. 

Topic Discussion Action 

Faith Talk:  Matt H. – will share in January, 2017 N/A 

Scripture 
and Prayer 

Pastor Dave N/A 

Approval of 
Agenda 

Motion: Approve December Council Agenda M/S/P   
Exec/Shelly 

Secretary’s 
Report 

Motion: Approval of November Council Minutes 
  

 M/S/P     
Exec/Denny 

 Treasurer’s 
Report 

Motion: Approval of Treasurer’s Report: November M/S/P    
Exec/
Denny 

Executive  
Committee 
Actions 

 Annual Reviews: Exec Committee and Pastor Dave are working on these. 
  

  

Pastor 
Dave’s 

Report 

Highlighted Topics: 
St. John’s 130th Anniversary was in 2016 & 500th Anniversary for Protestant Reformation will be in 
2017! 
Staff Anniversaries:  2016 both Orma Lou & Kris Bauer celebrated anniversaries but will recognize 
them in early 2017.  Bonnie, Mark Nelson, Becky Unger & Pastor Dave will celebrate anniversaries in 
2017. 
Nominating Committee: One vacancy for council next year. 
Service of Remembrance: Good attendance and very meaningful service. 
Capital Campaign: Think of members we feel would be good candidates to chair the upcoming three 
year campaign. 
Annual Mtg Lunch: Will assign tasks/food at January meeting. 

  

New  

Business 

Council Christmas (Epiphany) Gathering : January 7th at Bill Berry’s 6:30 p.m.  Bring White Elephant 
Gift and appetizer/snack /BYOB 
Pastor Dave’s 2017 Housing Declaration. Motion made to allow Pastor Dave to declare $28,000 of 
salary as housing expense. 
Audit Committee Member (Current members: Trish Townsend, Gladys Johnson) 
Molly Merrill accepted 3 Yr Term nomination & council vote is pending everyone’s approval.   
Via Email: motion that Molly Merrill be appointed to serve a 3-year term on the Audit Committee. 
Executive Committee for 2017: Need 5 members - discuss in January 
Annual Meeting: Changes to Model Constitution:  Motion to accept changes. 
Endowment Suggestion – Seek to Endow Upkeep of our Property - Discussion by council was posi-
tive and in favor of creating this fund. 
Motion to extend meeting 10 minutes. 
2017 Budget (Including Projected Income) Council discussion notes: like the transparency of the 
new report and abbreviated version.  Pastor Dave will visit with Marilyn to inform her Precious Gifts 
will have a line in the Income and Expenses categories.  Steve will add Benevolence under Mis-
sions, list specific expenses in the Employee Expense and Other categories.  This budget does in-
clude salary & expenses for a CYF position.  Other committee members not present need to review 
this new format and send comments to Steve before January 5, 2017. 

  
  

  
 M/S/P     
 Denny/ 
 Peggy 
 M/S/P    
Matt/Council 
 M/S/P 
Matt T/Bill B 
 M/S/P       
 Nancy/ 
 Peggy 
  
 M/S/P          
 Shelly/Bill 

Ministry  
Updates Any updates  N/A 

  Council  
  Reminders: 

Faith Talk in January – Matt H.         Offering Duties – covered through January 1, 2017   
N/A 

Mark your calendar: January 6, 2017 – Annual Reports Due          January 29, 2017 – Annual Meeting 
February 25, 2017 – Equipping Congregation’s Day 

     N/A 

 Upcoming 
 Agenda    
 Items: 

CYF Position – bring ideas how to proceed.  Break into three positions??/Pay??/Hours??   

Adjournment 8:50 p.m. M/S/P   
Nancy/ 

Bill 
 Announce- 
 ments/ Prayer Pastor Dave   



January 2017 

       Sunday                     Monday                   Tuesday                           Wednesday                        Thursday               Friday              Saturday 

COMING UP… First Friday Communion Service at Care Center – Feb-
ruary 3rd; Premarriage Workshop – February 4th; Installation of Elected 
Leaders – February 5th;  Souper Bowl of Caring – February 5th; Sun-
day School Youth Singing at  10:30am Worship Service – February 
12th;  Equipping Congregational Leaders Day in Willmar – February 
25th;  Lent Begins: Ash Wednesday Services – March 1st at 5pm and 
7pm;  SW MN Synod Senior High Youth Gathering – March 3rd and 
4th;  Crow River Conference Assembly – March 5th;  Midweek Lenten 
Soup Suppers and Worship – beginning March 8th;  “Spring Ahead” 
One Hour – before you go to sleep on 

 March 11th
 

1 

New Year's Day 

  

10:00am New Year's 

Day Worship 

Service 

2 

Church Office 

Closed 

NO Precious Gifts 

Preschool 

6:00pm Boy Scouts 

3 

8:00am Men's Bible 

Study 

10:00am Women's 

Bible Study 

1:30pm Staff Meet-

ing 

  

4  Precious Gifts Preschool 

8:30-12noon 

1:30pm Mary Circle 

3:00pm 4th Grade D-Way 

5:00pm D-Way Meal Begins 

5:20pm 5th-6th D- Way 

6:00pm 7th-9th D- Way 

7:15pm Choir Rehearsal 

7:30pm AA Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 

5 

9:15am An-

nandale 

Improve-

ment Club 

6:00pm Girl 

Scouts- Ed. 

Bldg. 

6  Annual  Report 

Submissions Due 

Precious Gifts 

Preschool 8:30-12 

Care Center Com-

munion Svc 

1:30pm 

Staff Epiphany 

Gathering 

7 

Council 

Epiphany 

Gathering 

8 8:15am Traditional 

Worship w/

Communion 

9:30am JOLT!/

Sunday School 
10:30am 

Contemporary 

Worship w/

Communion 

9   Precious Gifts 

Preschool 8:30- 

12noon 

9:30am Hands for 

Hope 

2:00pm Ruth Circle 

6:00pm Boy Scouts 

8:00pm Boy Scouts- 

Venture - Library/

Nursery 

10 8:00am Men's 

      Bible Study 

10:00am Women's 

Bible Study 

12n Conf. Pastors 

1:30pm Staff Mtg 

6:30pm Ministry of 

Support & Stwdsp 

6:30pm Ministry of 

Worship&Music 

7:30pm Executive 

Committee Mtg. 

11   Precious Gifts Preschool 

                 8:30-12noon 

9:30am Rachel Circle 

3:00pm 4th Grade D-Way 

5:00pm D-Way Meal Begins 

5:20pm 5th-6th D- Way 

6:00pm 7th-9th D- Way 

7:15pm Choir Rehearsal 

7:30pm AA Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 

12 

9:30am Annan-

dale Christian 

Women's Club 

3:00pm Grief 

Group-Linda 

H. 

6:00pm Girl 

Scouts- Ed 

Bldg 

13 

Precious Gifts 

Preschool 8:30- 

12noon 

14 

15      8:15am Tradi-

tional Worship 

9:30am JOLT!/

Sunday School 
10:30am 

Contemporary 

Worship 

1:30pm Care Cen-

ter Worship 

16 NO Precious 

   Gifts Preschool 

6:00pm Boy Scouts 

6:30pm Ministry of 

Outreach 

7:00pm Church 

Council 

8:00pm Boy Scouts- 

Venture 

17 

8:00am Men's Bible 

Study 

10:00am Women's 

Bible Study 

1:30pm Staff Meet-

ing 

  

18 Week of Prayer for Christian 

               Unity Begins 

    Precious Gifts Preschool 
                     8:30-12noon 

3:00pm 4th Grade D-Way 

5:00pm D-Way Meal Begins 

5:20pm 5th-6th D- Way 

6:00pm 7th-9th D- Way 

7:15pm Choir Rehearsal 
7:30pm AA Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 

19  9:30am 

   Annandale 

   Christian 

Women Exec. 

  Board Mtg. 

6:00pm Girl 

Scouts - Ed. 

Bldg. 

20 

Precious Gifts 

Preschool 8:30- 

12noon 

21 

22    8:15am 

     Traditional 

        Worship 

    w/Communion 

9:30am JOLT!/

Sunday School 

10:30am 

Contemporary 
Worship w/

Communion 

23 

Precious Gifts 

Preschool 8:30- 

12noon 

9:30am Hands for 

Hope 

24 

8:00am Men's Bi-

ble Study 

10:00am Women's 

Bible Study 

1:30pm Staff 

Meeting 

5:00pm Property 

Team Meeting 

25       Precious Gifts 

Preschool 8:30-12noon 

3:00pm 4th Grade D-Way 

5:00pm D-Way Meal Begins 

5:20pm 5th-6th D-Way 

6:00pm 7th-9th D-Way 

7:15pm Choir Rehearsal 

7:30pm AA Meeting-Ed.Bldg. 

26 

1:00pm Writ-

ing 

Group 

27 

Precious Gifts 

Preschool 8:30- 

12noon 

28 

Pr. Dave at 

Synod 

Council 

Mtg. in 

Redwood 

Falls 
  

29 Healing Prayers 

8:15am Traditional 

Worship 

9:30am JOLT!/

Sunday School 

10:30am 

Contemporary 

Worship 

11:30am 

Congregational 

Annual Meeting 

with luncheon 

30 

Precious Gifts 

Preschool 8:30- 

12noon 

31 

8:00am Men's Bi-

ble 

Study 

10:00am Women's 

Bible Study 

1:30pm Staff 

Meeting 

  

 

 

      

  



JANUARY 
Greeters/ Wel-
come Center Readers Acolytes 

Coffee/Treats 

Servers 

Audio/Video 

Techs 

 Jan 1 

10:00am 

    Carson Wiles 

Trevor Potter 
  A: 

V: 
  

Jan 8 

8:15 

Steve & Sandy 
Niklaus 

LaDonna 

 Howell 

Mason Boos 

Brooke Bianchi 
Peggy & Roger Beun-

ing 

A:  Jim Framstad 

V:  Phyllis Framstad 

 Jan 8 

10:30 

Todd & Stepha-
nie Nilson Family 

Caleb Bedner Jacob Nilson 

Hale Davidson 

Amy & Ken 

 Hegge 

  

A:  Diane Nelson 

V: Michelle Wang 

Jan 15 

8:15 

Dave & Toni 
Boie 

 Brock Campbell Jillian & Dylan Spra-
gue 

A:  Jim Hallstrom 

V:  Jim Peterson 

Jan 15 

10:30 

Aaron & Hiedi 
Hendrickson Fami-

ly 

Caleb Bedner Alison Treichler Shannon & Michael 
Diers Family 

A: Shelly Mikel 
V:  Luke Mikel 

Jan 22 

8:15 

Duane & Linda 
Dietz 

Bev Sorensen Isaak Rust 
Jack Nelson 

Phyllis Looft 
Joyce Martin 

A: Mike Miller 
V:Denise Schultz 

Jan 22 

10:30 

Dan & Nikki Sea-
berg Family 

Caleb Bedner Madisyn Jacobson 

Halle Jensen 

Donna & Drew Jacob-
son 

A:  Diane Nelson 

V: 

Jan 29 

8:15 

  

Gladys Johnson   Brock Campbell Holly Peterson & 
Family 

A:  Joe Bayer 
V:  Steve Niklaus 

Jan 29 

10:30 

Bruce & Robin Ja-
cobson 

Caleb Bedner Jacob Nilson Shelly & John 

Mikel Family 

A:  Arthur Kjaer 
V:  Ethan Nilson 

 

 

Ushers 
8:15 Service 

 

Ron Johnson 

Joyce Wadman 

Peter & Larissa Wadman Family 

Kevin & Donna Koecher 

 

10:30 Service 

Drew & Donna Jacobson 

Todd & Hope Sykora Family 

 

 

Altar Guild 

 

  Bev Sorensen 

Stephanie Rindelaub Delorie 

 

 

WELCA Circles: 

Sarah Circle: 

Hostess: 

Bible Study Leader: 

Rachel Circle:  Wednesday, Jan. 11th, 9:30am 

Hostess: 

Bible Study Leader: 

Mary Circle:  Wednesday, Jan. 4th - 1:30pm 

 Hostess: 

Bible Study Leader: 

Ruth Circle:  Monday,   Jan. 9th at 2pm 

 Hostess:    Beryl  Geisinger 

 



ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 
331 W. Harrison St. 
Annandale, MN  55302 
Office Phone: 320-274-8827 
Office Fax: 320-274-7283 
 
Precious Gifts Preschool:                    
320-274-9722 
 
Email: ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-
annandale.org 
 

Web site: www.stjohns-annandale.org 
Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday, 8:00 am—4:00 pm 
 

 

Ministry Chairpersons: 
 
Children, Youth & Family 
 
Outreach: 
Marilyn Hallstrom 
Marilyn.hallstrom@ 
hallstromconsulting.com 
       
Worship and Music: 
                 
Support and Stewardship: 
Tina Honsey 
  
 

ELCA Missionary 
Terry Jensen 
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St. John’s Staff 
 
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor        
                     dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org  
Tom Heyd, Pastor            tjheyd@gmail.com 
Bonnie Schmidt, Financial Administrator    
       bschmidt@stjohns-annandale.org   
Lisa Dietrich-Blocker, Administrative Asst. 
         ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-annandale.org      
Becky Unger, Worship Support Specialist     
          bunger@stjohns-annandale.org 
Orma Lou Jacobsma,  Organist  
Ardis Nelson, Contemporary Worship Leader 
            studionelson.ardis@gmail.com 
Samantha Duret, Custodian   

                      sduret@lakedalelink.net 
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/                 
         Teacher           robin@jacobsonfarm.com 
Trisha Woods, Precious Gifts Teacher Assistant 
Nichole Abernathy, Wedding Coordinator                                                               
           nichole.abernathy@yahoo.com                           
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director    
                   music2Xnelson@gmail.com  

Sunday School Superintendents: 
 Nichole Abernathy &  

Laura Eastling 

  Sunday Worship & Christian 
Education Schedule   

 
8:15 am Traditional 

9:30 Sunday School/JOLT!  
10:30 am Contemporary 


